
The Easter Bunny, aka Judy Paradowski, entertains egg hunters at the Annual Easter Egg Hunt at GW 1776 Lodge

THE SURVEYOR
George Washington 1776 Lodge #337 F&AM Trestle Board May/June 2007

Whitefish Bay, April 7, 2007
Over 100 children descended upon the lodge Saturday, the day before Easter, to search for more than
1,500 candy filled eggs that Lodge members hid in the front lawn.  Chillier than usual, the kids braved a
seven degree wind chill to gather eggs.  Before the hunt, the children met in the lodge to be dazzled by
skills of prestidigitation  as performed by Walt Smith, Magician and Lodge brother.

More Pictures by Dick Paradowski Page 5
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MESSAGE FROM THE EAST
Seizing Opportunities on our Winding Roads

 

A few years ago, the city of Tuscaloosa, 
Alabama decided to install their first 911 system. The
decision to improve safety led to the recognition that
Tuscaloosa faced a serious problem in finding those
who called 911. Over time, the house numbering
system had become almost random as each new
subdivision had selected whatever numbers that they
wanted; furthermore, there were duplicate street
names including, "University Drive" and "University
Avenue" in distant parts of that college city, making
it just about impossible to find the correct location
quickly in an emergency.  The city set out on the
daunting task to renumber all of the homes and
businesses and to rename all of its streets.

As you would no doubt expect, there was
fierce opposition to this major change, but the city
administrators asked the homeowners and businesses
to submit their own recommendations for street
names.  For the major thoroughfares, many submitted
the same old name trying to avoid anything fresh or
new. But for many of the smaller side streets, very
few recommendations were submitted.  Often only
one name was suggested, and being the only
suggestion, that name was selected. The person who
sent in the name left his mark on his neighborhood
for years to come.  Imagine for a moment that you
have the chance to leave your mark on your
neighborhood, what name would you select for your
street?

Musing upon this question, suppose that you
wanted to imprint some Masonic principle or symbol
as your recommended name for your street.  Our
most familiar symbol might come to mind.  But a
street called, "Square and Compasses Blvd." would
be a bit awkward to say and would be unacceptable
to the censors on the Street Name Commission. 
Names of great Americans such as, "George

Washington Avenue," will likely be approved by the
Commission.  This recommendation would
simultaneously extol our first President as well as
being the name of our own Lodge.  That would be a
good choice.  But let us think deeper into Masonic
lore to find just the right name for where you live and
travel. What name would you choose?

Freemasons desire to receive more
knowledge and more light.  Perhaps you would
recommend a subtly Masonic name, "Light Way." 
Or, maybe you are intrigued by the synonymous
pairing of Geometry and Masonry to recommend
living on the street called, "Geometry Circle."  If I
were to suggest a street name, I particularly like the
phrase in Senior Warden's opening in which he
reminds us that harmony is the support of all
institutions, particularly of our own, so I think I
would suggest, "Harmony Lane."  You might ponder
for a minute what name you would recommend for
your own street, or as they do in the naming of the
great estates in England, what name would you pick
for your own apartment or home?

Unlike the countless residents that did not
submit recommendations, the fact is that we have
limitless opportunities to leave our distinct mark on
our families, friends, and communities.  Let us seize
those opportunities that present themselves on our
winding road of life.  The opportunities to leave your
joyous mark on the children and parents who enjoyed
our Easter Egg Hunt at the lodge in April, or the
impression left on our guests that come to our Ladies
at the Table on May 1 are long lasting, thrilling, and
enriching. These are just a few of the ways that we
indelibly leave our mark on our community as
Freemasons by seizing those opportunities.
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Dinner Club in June

The next Dinner Club
will be Friday, June 1st at the Shrine
Temple, 130th & Wisconsin.  Drinks
at 6pm followed by dinner and lively
conversation.

All are welcome at Dinner Club
including ladies, friends and family. 
Please RSVP by the Thursday before
each Dinner Club meeting.  Dick
Paradowski at 262-782-8835. 
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Brethren,

There are just a few outstanding
dues.  Check your dues card and if
it says “2006,” send your check in. 
If there is a problem, please call.  We will be sending
out a 60 day notice for all delinquent dues soon.

I am your secretary.  If there is anything I can do for
you, from reporting sickness and distress to providing
information about the lodge, please call or write.

Fraternally,
David Haase, PM
Secretary
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Companions:

Our Stated Assembly in June will be on
the same day as the Grand Assembly of
the Grand Council of Wisconsin.
Therefore we will be dark for the months of May and June.

We will continue our discussions on how to increase our
membership and what is necessary to increase the
participation of the existing membership at our Stated
Assembly in October.   This will also be the time for Election
of Officers and a full report on the results of the several
resolutions to be decided at the Grand Assembly.

I wish everyone a safe and healthy summer.

Remember, there is no Stated Assemblies in May or June.

Zealously yours,
Brian J. Hudy, PMIGM
Thrice Illustrious Master
(414) 481-7823
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Dear Companions,

Our first Spring meeting is
going to be May 10th.  Please
mark your calendar.  We as a
chapter are doing great!  Stop by and participate with
us.  We do have new companions joining.  If I can be
of help, please call or write.
2007 Meeting Dates: May 10

September 13
November 8

Wisconsin Grand York Rite Annual Grand Sessions
will be held June 13-16 in Green Bay.

Fraternally yours,
David Haase, H.P.
414-964-4080
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Our most recent Fellowcraft, Will Cecosh
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��� �  On Saturday, March 3, Don Hensiak, Deputy, District
12, gave a talk at the District meeting about the four P’s:
People, Planning, Programming, and Proficiency,
comparing them to the four legs of a barstool.
��� �  Tuesday, March 20.  Milwaukee Harmony performed at
the St. Patrick’s Day Dinner, followed by School of
Instruction for the 2nd section of the Master Mason Degree,
led by Gary Van Deluister and Mike Strampe of District
11.
��� �  Will Cecosh posted his EA degree on Tuesday, April 3,
followed by his entry into the Fellowcraft degree. 
Congratulations Will!
��� �  On Tuesday, April 3, the Ladies of GW1776 Lodge
filled over 1,500 plastic Easter eggs with candy in
anticipation of the Annual Easter Egg Hunt.  Thank you
Ladies!  For more information about how to join the Ladies
of GW1776 call  Marilyn Mattias 262-242-9118
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Join us on Tuesday, May 1st as we honor Laurie Winters, Curator of Earlier European Art of the
Milwaukee Art Museum.  Reception begins at 5:30, followed by the Award Program and Dinner.

Ladies of GW1776 & Aurora Lodges are welcome as guests of the Lodge.  Feel free to invite friends
and family for this elegant and special event.

�

Ladies of the Table Presents: Woman of the Year 
Dinner Reservation Form 

  Name_________________________________________________________________________

  Address_____________________________________City/State/Zip________________________

  Phone Number___________________________________email____________________________

  Number attending                @ $10.00 = Total Amount Enclosed $                  (Ladies of GW1776 & Aurora N/C)

  Please return reservation ASAP to:
  David Haase, PM · 5168 N. Hollywood · Whitefish Bay, WI  53217
  Or Call Dave at 414-964-4080.
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My Great Grandfather, Wm R. Cummings
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by Charles R. Carroll, editor

In the last issue, I reprinted an article by Stewart M.
L. Pollard entitled, “Why I Became A Mason.”  In it,
Pollard recites stories shared by some of our Masonic
Brethren about how and why they became Masons.  When
I read the article, I couldn’t help but ask myself the same
question.  My family has always been involved in
Masonry, and as an amateur genealogist I’ve been
studying my family history since 1971.

Genealogy is the study of family histories.  Many
people start researching their family’s past with great
hopes of discovering royal lineage, and trepidation over
the possibility of finding skeletons in their closet.  I first
became interested in genealogy when I heard the old
family legend about my great grandfather, John
Washington Carroll, who had come to America during the
Irish Potato Famine and eventually married a “rich widow
woman,” in Back Bay, Virginia.  I spent years researching
immigration records and ship passenger manifests,
property files and public records to no avail.  Finally, I
found evidence of a JW Carroll in the US Census
Records.  Going back every ten years, I discovered that
the legend was phony!  Not only did my great grandfather
not come from Ireland, he was born on a farm in Back
Bay Virginia, his father was born on that farm, his
grandfather was born on that farm and so on back to
1675!

The years I spent searching all kinds of records that
were no more than a series of dead-ends, might seem like
a waste, but I did learn a few things about my mother’s
side of the family.  Her father was a Texas cowboy, the
son of a Texas cowboy.  Following her lineage, I
discovered that Joseph Ball, my seventh great
grandfather, (great, great, great, great, great, great, great
grandfather) was the first cousin of Mary Ball, mother of
George Washington!  Without going into detail about how
the relationship calculation works, it turns out that I am
George Washington’s second cousin, eight times
(generations) removed.  Further, I discovered that my
fourth great grandfather gave shelter to Daniel Boone and
was killed for it the next day by a Shawnee raiding party
that was chasing Boone.

More research uncovered less savory ancestors.
One was arrested for selling government timber to his
brother who was a Mississippi steam boat captain.
Another was arrested for murder, only to become town
Magistrate two years later.  Another sold whiskey and

guns to Comanche Indians in the Texas frontier.  Another
died of starvation as a Confederate soldier in a Union
POW camp in New York during the final days of the Civil
War.

The best part of all this family research was
discovering living relatives who were also searching the
past.  I met cousins I didn’t even know I had.  Recently,
a long lost cousin sent me an old photo by email of one of
my great grandfathers.  He was my mother’s mother’s
father.  My cousin wanted to know if I recognized any of
the trappings that he wore.  She and her mother had
always thought it was some Civil War uniform.  When I
opened the picture and looked at it, I nearly leapt out of
my chair! He was wearing a Masonic apron, jewels and
officer sash!

I had always known that my father was a Mason.
He was raised to the Master’s degree in Germany when
he was stationed there in the Air Force in 1967.   He
eventually became the Director of the Texas Shriners.  He
and my mother spent many weekends visiting children at
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My Parents, Frank & Jessica Carroll

the Shriners’ Burn Hospital in Galveston.  My mother is
still active in Eastern Star and Daughters of the Nile.  But
it wasn’t until my father’s death in 2004 that I discovered
that his father was also a Mason.  While going through
my fathers effects I found an old faded sheepskin
certificate with my grandfather’s name on it, declaring
him a member of  the Corinthian Lodge No. 266,
AF&AM, Norfolk, Virginia, dated May, 1922.

When I returned to Milwaukee, after my father’s
funeral, the image of more than a thousand men in white
aprons that attended his elaborate funeral at the cemetery

in Fort Sam Houston, Texas was still fresh in my mind.
I went for a haircut at Dave Haase’s Hair Emporium
when, for the first time in all the years I had been getting
my hair cut there, I noticed the familiar Masonic square
and compass hanging in his window.  I asked Dave, “How
do you become a Mason?”  He replied, “All you have to
do is ask.”

So,  I became a Mason.  After all, it runs in the
family!

27th National
Veteran’s

Wheelchair
Games

     Milwaukee,           
        Wisconsin
   June 16-23, 2007

Brother Charles Wallens
of the Masonic Service
Association is
coordinating Masonic
Volunteers for the 2007 National Veterans
Wheelchair Games being held here in Milwaukee.  
A wide range of volunteer opportunities are
available during the week of the Games, June 16th

through June 23rd, such as helping with meals,
transportation, site set-up, scoring, timing,
photography, distributing water, and many other
assignments. 

Volunteer for the Games! The National
Veterans Wheelchair Games rely on volunteers to
make the week successful for the veterans
participating. There will be over 500 veterans from
all over the United States competing in this year’s
games. More than 2,000 volunteers are needed for
this year’s event.  For online information and to
download a copy of the volunteer registration form:
http://www1.va.gov/vetevent/nvwg/2007/ or call
Chuck Wallens at 414-352-2265.  Whether you
volunteer for one day, two days or every day, all
volunteers gain the great satisfaction that comes
with supporting America’s veterans.

Lodge Phone:  414-332-8460 
��� �  Visit our Web Site: 
WWW.GW1776.ORG
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2007 Lodge Officers
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