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Alan Corre
The first three lines mean: "The Tale of our Master Moses (peace be upon him!) (L.2) and the gates of Heaven (lit. the Garden of Eden) and Hell (lit. Gehenna) (L.3) and in it are things which arouse man to repentance." The word "gate" might mean here "section of a book."

Alan Corre
"And this is the Gate of Heaven." (Gen. 28.17)

Alan Corre
The final letter has a dot in it to indicate it represents k and not kh, but the font does not allow me to reproduce it.

Alan Corre
A hypercorrect nominative form.

Alan Corre
The terms "faithful" and "shepherd" are both applied to Moses in the book of Exodus, and he is dubbed the faithful shepherd in the Zohar.

Alan Corre
by the merit of... (Heb.) The expression recurs in 4.11. It was a rabbinic doctrine that the good deeds of the patriarchs created a fund of merit which might be drawn on by their descendants.

Alan Corre
Song of Songs 3.6. The verse is translated into Arabic.

Alan Corre
The Congregation of Israel (Heb.) This term is used of Israel perceived as a unit.

Alan Corre
The abbreviation stands for the Hebrew phrase nwsH 'Hr "another reading" and is used when the editor of the text had a variant before him. Other items in parentheses without this indicate a gloss by the editior to explain an unusual expression.

Alan Corre
Three items are mentioned here, the Sanhedrin, the Tabernacle and the Banners of the Tribes, all of which, it is claimed, had their origin in the desert.

Alan Corre
"pillars of smoke" a continuation of the verse from Song of Songs just quoted.  These are a rmz (hint) at the `nny kbwd (clouds of glory — which accompanied the Israelites in the desert.)

Alan Corre
fiery serpents and scorpions (Heb.)

Alan Corre
The Nations [of the world] i.e. the Gentiles. (Heb.)

Alan Corre
This and the next word: In clouds of myrrh. A further continuation of the verse. The next word in the verse, frankincense occurs in 4.14.

Alan Corre
Our father Abraham.

Alan Corre
Fathers, i.e. patriarchs.
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Alan Corre
on top of the altar

Alan Corre
from all the powders of the merchant (continuation of the verse.)

Alan Corre
peace be upon him.

Alan Corre
virtuous qualities (Heb.)

Alan Corre
Priesthood, levitical status, kingship.

Alan Corre
The banners already mentioned in 4.3.

Alan Corre
Blessed be He.

Alan Corre
King Solomon

Alan Corre
As an apple tree among the trees of the garden, so is my beloved among the sons. (Song of Songs 2.3)

Alan Corre
The abbreviation stands for wgwmr = &c.

Alan Corre
this is... (Heb.)

Alan Corre
Mt. Horeb where the Torah was given, also known as Sinai.

Alan Corre
The angels of the service (Heb.) Recurs in p.7 l.6.

Alan Corre
...but a humble man will attain honour (Prov. 29.23)

Alan Corre
When His will (may He be blessed) became apparent that He would bring up Moses and give him the Torah...

Alan Corre
The Holy One, blessed be He.

Alan Corre
Metatron, the angel of the presence, identified with Enoch who was taken up to Heaven. The name is not written in full on account of its sanctity. The names of the angels were considered to have special powers, and were attended by danger in their use.
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Alan Corre
The following phrase means: Moses cannot go up to a place of angels of fire, and seraphim of flaming fire, since he is flesh and blood. (Heb.)

Alan Corre
This period point should be a question mark.

Alan Corre
Enoch's death is recorded in Genesis 5.24. In some sectarian circles this was regarded as a deathless assumption, on account of the expression "he was not." In Midrash Genesis Rabba a negative view of Enoch is expressed, and the view that he was taken to heaven is opposed. But clearly in this text Enoch was transformed into an especially important angel.

Alan Corre
The throne of glory (Heb.)

Alan Corre
This is an example how the editors glossed certain unusual words with words the reader would more easily understand.

Alan Corre
the firmament (Heb.)

Alan Corre
windows (Heb.)

Alan Corre
prayers (Heb.) The phrase means "men's prayers."
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Alan Corre
on account of its great sanctity (Heb.)

Alan Corre
the presence of God (Heb.) Occurs again p.9 l.7,8.

Alan Corre
Great is the Lord, and mighty to be praised (Psalms 145.3)
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Alan Corre
The earth is the Lord's and the fullness thereof (Psalms 24.1) The words following are a partial quote from I Chronicles 29.11: Yours, Lord, are greatness, might, splendour, triumph, and majesty.

Alan Corre
An abbreviation for wkwlyh, meaning etc. (Aramaic.)

Alan Corre
This was taken to be the name of a kind of angels in Isaiah 33.7.

Alan Corre
Vegetation (Heb.)

Alan Corre
fruits (Heb.)

Alan Corre
...may His name be blessed for ever (Heb.)

Alan Corre
The Temple (in Jerusalem) (Heb.)

Alan Corre
Precious stones (Isaiah 54.12)

Alan Corre
They praise and glorify His Name, may He be blessed (Heb.)

Alan Corre
This and the words following are taken from Psalms 103.20: Bless the Lord, O His angels, mighty creatures who do His bidding, ever obedient to His bidding.

Alan Corre
The stars and planets (Heb.) translated immediately into Arabic. The word at the end of the next line refers to the spheres of ancient cosmology.

Alan Corre
The names of the planets Venus and Mars are glossed in Hebrew.
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Alan Corre
"îshîm", the name of these angels, is an aberrant plural of the word for men, which in Proverbs 8.4 is taken to mean "men of high standing." The text continues: And all of them praise and glorify God, may He be blessed, and they say: He makes peace in His high heavens, blessed is He and blessed is his name forever. Cf. Job 25.2. 
The white space which occurs in this line is in order to center the last line of the paragraph.

Alan Corre
On account of its great holiness (Heb.) It continues: and his form is completely ice.

Alan Corre
Holy watchers. The name `îrîn is taken from Daniel 4.14.

Alan Corre
Corresponds to the sabbath day (Heb.)

Alan Corre
Anger and wrath (Heb.) These words occur as common nouns in Deuteronomy 29.27 but are hypostasized as the names of avenging angels by whom the Israelites were driven out.

Alan Corre
From the six days of creation.

Alan Corre
The wicked (Heb.)

Alan Corre
They would destroy the world (Heb.)

Alan Corre
That which was said (Heb.): used to introduce a biblical quotation. The following quote means: For I (Moses) feared the anger and the wrath.

Alan Corre
This means literally "the enemies of Israel" but in context actually means "Israel" this substitute being used when something negative is said of Israel, for fear that mention of it, whatever it might be, would bring it about in fact.

Alan Corre
even (Heb.) This word is also borrowed into Judeo-Spanish, even though particles of this type are less apt to be borrowed.

Alan Corre
br mynn (Aramaic) may it be far from us. Used when forced to mention something unpleasant. For the phrase following, see note on l. 17.
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Alan Corre
ugly (Heb.)

Alan Corre
touch, assault (Heb.)
The period should be placed after this word, not the next.

Alan Corre
Samael, the angel of Death, abbreviated in order not to utter his name.

Alan Corre
There is an opinion in the Babylonian Talmud (Baba Batra 15a) in the name of R. Joshua b. Levi that Job and Moses were contemporaries, although other views are expressed, including the one that Job is a fictional character. Many believed that Moses wrote the book of Job, and in fact in the ancient Syriac Bible the Peshitta, the book of Job is positioned immediately after the Pentateuch on account of this tradition. Accordingly Job would be a good candidate for someone who was to die in the time of Moses. The topic is also discussed in Midrash Bereshit Rabba, 57.4.

Alan Corre
This and the three subsequent words are a literal translation into Arabic of the Hebrew expression meaning: May it be Thy will.

Alan Corre
Cruel (Heb.)

Alan Corre
These three lines are borrowed from Isaiah 6.2 — but not the dimensions in the following line.

Alan Corre
Seraphim (Heb.) from a root meaning to burn.

Alan Corre
The throne of glory (Heb.)

Alan Corre
The "Holy Creatures" are another order of angels.

Alan Corre
The abbreviations means "Our Rabbis, may their memory be for a blessing." (Heb.)

Alan Corre
The wicked Nebuchanezzar said: I will ascend to the tops of the clouds, I will make myself like the Most High. (Isaiah 14.14)

Alan Corre
A heavenly voice (lit. the daughter of a voice) the Holy Spirit.

Alan Corre
Wicked man, son of a wicked man, son of Nimrod the wicked man.

Alan Corre
The righteous (Heb.)

Alan Corre
My holy ones and my saints (Heb.) In the texts these words have some Hebrew vowel points, to clarify that they are plural.

Alan Corre
Between one firmament and the other is a distance equivalent to all the rest. (Heb.)

Alan Corre
Measure (Heb.) The Hebrew word has a vowel point in the text (ô)
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Alan Corre
The soles of the feet of the Holy Creatures. (Heb.) These measurements had a curious fascination for the medievals, a subject known as "Shiûr Qôma" the measurement of the elevation (sc. of God.)

Alan Corre
This passage means: There is no measuring any single member of the [Holy] Creatures, and the feet of the throne of glory, and the colour of the throne of glory is like the appearence of the dreadful frost. (Cf. the first chapter of Ezekiel.) And over it is the supreme King of Kings, the Holy One, blessed be He, high and exalted. So how can you say, wicked man, I will ascend to the tops of the clouds, I will make myself like the Most High. (Isaiah 14.14) Therefore, woe unto you, wicked man son of a wicked man!

Alan Corre
Sheol and Abaddon, both referring to Hell in later literature.

Alan Corre
Arabot is applied to one of the heavens in later literature. It originally mean the clouds on which Baal took his trips when controling weather phenomena.

Alan Corre
The Hebrew word for souls with an Arabic definite article.

Alan Corre
From the six days of creation (Heb.)

Alan Corre
The Garden of Eden on high i.e. paradise — to distinguish it from the garden here on earth in which Adam and Eve lived.
The notion here is that the souls of the righteous were created at the beginning of creation, and taught the entire Torah. See ensuing notes for details.

Alan Corre
The Torah has "seventy aspects," namely it has numerous ways in which it is possible to dig to discover all kinds of wonders. "Turn it about and turn it about," says the Ethics of the Fathers (Pirqé Abot) "because everything is in it."

Alan Corre
"The Academy on High" is the heavenly reflection of the earthly house of study. There the scholars will continue their eternal explorations of the Torah.

Alan Corre
An oral teaching of Moses from Mt. Sinai. The theory is that in addition to receiving the written law = the Pentateuch, Moses received a set of oral traditions of equal authority, which were handed on to Joshua and his successors for ever. These are embodied in the Rabbinic literature, especially the Mishna and the Babylonian Talmud.

Alan Corre
The angel placed over the Torah is called Beauty of God, or in another reading Beateous One.

Alan Corre
R. Simeon b. Yohai, the reputed author of the book Zohar, held in great respect as the repository of esoteric learning.

Alan Corre
The 370 secrets of the Torah.

Alan Corre
The angels gave Moses secrets as a gift when he was on Mt. Sinai. In particular, the angel of death confided to Moses that the incense had the capacity to control disease, otherwise how would he have known to tell Aaron to use it to stay a plague? See Numbers 17.11—15 (16.46—50 in English Bibles.) This is the "secret of the incense" mentioned in the next line.

Alan Corre
Psalm 68.19 (18 in English Bibles) You ascended on high, you took captives, you received gifts — i.e. you grabbed the Torah from the angels who wanted it, and they confided secrets to you as gifts.

Alan Corre
Cf. Numbers 12.7.

Alan Corre
Because I gave you a good teaching — Proverbs 4.2

Alan Corre
Positive and negative commandments, lit. commandments of "do!" and commandments of "don't do!"

Alan Corre
Remember the Torah of my servant Moses (Malachi 4.4) — the Torah is here called Moses' Torah rather than God's Torah.

Alan Corre
And Moses went up to God (Exodus 19.3)

Alan Corre
God is gone up with a shout (Psalms 47.5)

Alan Corre
See, I have made you a god to Pharaoh (Exodus 7.1) The term "god" is applied by Scripture to Moses.
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Alan Corre
As an apple tree among the trees of the forest, so is my beloved among the youths. Song of Songs 2.3

Alan Corre
My servants. (Heb.) In the printed text this word has vowel points to avoid confusion with another word meaning "my appointment."

Alan Corre
A wise man prevailed over a city of warriors, and brought down the strength of its stronghold. (Proverbs 21.22) This is interpreted in reference to Moses who went up to heaven and brought down the Torah — despite the opposition of the angels who wanted it . The Torah is called "strength" as the text goes on to explain.

Alan Corre
""Strength" means nothing other than the Torah as it is said...

Alan Corre
The Lord will give `ôz (strength, here understood as Torah) to his people (Psalm 29.11)

Alan Corre
Palaces, areas (Heb.)

Alan Corre
Paradise (lit. the Garden of Eden) and Hell (lit. Gehenna); and one is of the righteous and one of the wicked (Heb.)

Alan Corre
Probably a misprint. The waw should be after the gimel.

Alan Corre
The light of the Divine Presence, before which the Prince of Hell fled.
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Alan Corre
like a pupil before his master.

Alan Corre
The angels of destruction (Heb.)

Alan Corre
gentile women and married women — with whom sexual contact is prohibited.

Alan Corre
Literally the plural of the word for "nakedness" which comes to mean persons with whom marriage can never occur, such as those within the prohibited degrees of consanguinuity.

Alan Corre
i.e. he coveted the goods of others.

Alan Corre
transgressions (Heb.)

Alan Corre
Lit. speech of the evil one, i.e. slander to which the hearer consents.

Alan Corre
nblwt hph — foulness of the mouth, profane language (Heb.)

Alan Corre
The [public] Reading of the  Book of the Law. s't  is an abbreviation for sfr twrh. The "prayer" referred to immediately after is to the prayer known as "`Amidah" which forms the core of Jewish worship. The "Kaddish" is a doxology in praise of God. Hzrh refers to the repetition of the aforementioned Amidah for the benefit of those who cannot recite it for themselves, and brkt kwhnym is the blessing given to the congregation by the descendants of Aaron, usually replaced by reading about it in Numbers 6.22—27.

Alan Corre
Amen, followed by the Aramaic response which is part of the aforementioned Kaddish, "may his great Name [be blessed.]"
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Alan Corre
Lit. their covenant of circumcision, a euphemism for their penis.

Alan Corre
harlotry, fornication (Heb.)

Alan Corre
An abbreviation for the Aramaic phrase rHmn' lycln "May the All-Merciful rescue us [from such a thing.]

Alan Corre
boiling excrement (Heb.)

Alan Corre
The laws concerning menstruation (Heb.) during which intercourse is forbidden. Ignoring them brings various ills into the world.
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Alan Corre
There lies behind this an ugly literal interpretation of Ecclesiastes 4.5 that the fool folds his hands together, i.e. does not perform as he should, and eats his own flesh — literally.

Alan Corre
Keeping the eyes open here implies lack of concentration and religious intention, which is a necessary ingredient of the religious act.

Alan Corre
eighteen (Heb.) i.e. the eighteen blessings, which is also known as the `Amîdah, the standing prayer.

Alan Corre
Forbidden foods (Heb.)

Alan Corre
yyn nsk "libation wine" wine prepared for use in idolatrous services may not be consumed. The prohibition was later broadened to include any wine not prepared under Jewish auspices, hence the need for "kosher wine."

Alan Corre
For their worm shall not die (Isaiah 66.24.)

Alan Corre
These are both synonyms for the colocynth or bitter cucumber (Citrullus colocynthis), a very bitter fruit anciently used as a strong purge. The Arabic paraphrase of Jeremiah 9.15 read in oriental congregations on the fast commemorating the destruction of the Temple makes mention of this.

Alan Corre
stolen goods (Heb.)

Alan Corre
You have broken the teeth of the wicked (Psalms 3.7.)

Alan Corre
slander (Heb.)

Alan Corre
The horseleach has two daughters. They cry Give! Give! (Proverbs 30.15). Taken to refer to Sheol and Abaddon which always cry out for more victims. Cf. p.23 l.2
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Alan Corre
They look for death, but it does not come. (Job 3.21)

Alan Corre
The abbreviation stands for tlmydy Hkmym, lit. pupils of the wise, i.e. the scholars.

Alan Corre
Widows and orphans (Heb.)

Alan Corre
slander, lit. evil name. (Heb.)

Alan Corre
Cruel angels (Heb.)

Alan Corre
Acts of revenge and cruel judgements, may the All Merciful rescue us from them. (Heb.)

Alan Corre
bribes (Heb.)
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Alan Corre
He delivers the Israelite into the hand of the gentiles.

Alan Corre
He denies the Oral Law or the resurrection of the dead.

Alan Corre
You have broken the teeth of the wicked (Psalms 3.7.)

Alan Corre
boiling excrement (Heb.)

Alan Corre
Lit. animal corpses and animals torn by wild beasts. In Rabbinic literature nblwt means animals that died of their own accord instead of being slaughtered, and trpwt means animals improperly slaughtered whether deliberately or accidentally. Both categories are forbidden as food, although they may be sold to non-Jews willing to buy them. Even animals found to be diseased in such a way that death would ensue anyway not long after slaughter are forbidden, which has brought about some non-Jews who have preference for meat slaughtered ritually for hygienic reasons. Note that the word nblwt is to be read "nebelot" whereas the in the term nblwt hph the word is quite different and the pronunciation is nablut (cf. p.19 l.18.) See also remarks by Johannes Buxtorf on this elsewhere in this website in his Synagoga Judaica, where he cautions Christians against buying meat from Jews.

Alan Corre
Gentiles (Heb.)

Alan Corre
The day of Atonement when eating is strictly prohibited.

Alan Corre
To become an apostate. Probably from an Aramaic root meaning to baptise. Note that the word here is made into an Arabic verb, something done in Judeo-Arabic rather frequently.

Alan Corre
Usury. Both Islamic and Jewish law forbid taking interest on loans, but jurists in both religions found ways to achieve the same effect in a manner permissible under the law, for example, by making the lender technically a partner.

Alan Corre
The ineffable Name of God, the tetragrammaton. Luther wrote a tract with this as the title.

Alan Corre
Divine names other than the tetragrammaton, which had similar rules. Such names were used in charms and amulets, and the stricture here points to a habit of non-Jews buying such amulets from Jews.

Alan Corre
Forbidden (Heb.)

Alan Corre
Jewish law strictly prohibits the ingestion of blood (which is the life — Genesis 9.4.) Kosher laws require the extraction of as much blood as possible, and meat cooked in its blood must not be consumed.

Alan Corre
The singular of the words in line 5 supra.

Alan Corre
The poor (Heb.)

Alan Corre
The rich (Heb.)
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Alan Corre
This is a good example of a classical usage in the imperfect with a  gloss proposed by the editors in language more natural to them (and their readers.)

Alan Corre
Perhaps the best known line in the Hebrew Bible, Psalms 23.4.

Alan Corre
Angels of destruction (Heb.)

Alan Corre
The river of fire of Daniel 7.10.

Alan Corre
The wicked in hell are permitted to rest from their torment on the Sabbath day.

Alan Corre
And they shall go out and look at the dead bodies of the people who have rebelled agains me; for their worm shall not die, their fire shall not be quenched...(Isaiah 66.24.)

Alan Corre
A married woman (Heb.)

Alan Corre
A gentile woman (Heb.)

Alan Corre
These three items, idol worship, serious immorality and bloodshed are the cardinal sins of Judaism, which an individual must not do even under threat of main force or death.

Alan Corre
These four characters, Nimrod,  Pharoah, Nebuchad- nezzar and Hiram are described as those who declared themselves to be a god. Divine honours were frequently claimed by rulers in ancient times, including the Roman Emperor. Midrash Exodus Rabba, 8.2 declares that four men claimed divinity, but the list there excludes Nimrod and includes King Joash. It seems to me possible that the version in our text did not wish to include a king of Judah in the list, and so replaced him. Nimrod's very name connotes rebellion Genesis 10.8-9 and he is described as being "before the Lord" which might suggest he placed himself before the Lord.  Pharoah says according to Ezekiel 29.3 "Mine is my river and I have made (i.e. created) myself". Most translations render ...created it for myself, but in fact the odd Hebrew could be read to mean "made myself." Nebuchadnezzar
said: I will ascend to the tops of the clouds, I willbe like the Most High, according to the interpretation of Isaiah 14.14. Hiram said: I am a god (Ezekiel 28.2) according to the interpretation that Hiram is being spoken of in this instance.

Alan Corre
Destroying angels (Heb.)

Alan Corre
See Job 28.22.  In Revelation 8.11 the angel of the bottomless pit is given as Abaddon in Hebrew and Apollyon in Greek, both words denoting destruction.

Alan Corre
This is an Arabic calque of the Aramaic expression bb`w mynk meaning "please."

Alan Corre
Verse (Heb.) I the Lord probe the heart, search the mind (lit. kidneys, considered the seat of thought.) Jeremiah 17.10
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Alan Corre
With the permission of God, may He be blessed.

Alan Corre
In the world to come (Heb.)

Alan Corre
Happy the people who have such a thing (Psalms 144.15.) The single Hebrew word for "such a thing" has the numerical value 345, figured by calculating $=300, k=20, k=20, h=5. Now the numerical value for Moses is m=40, $=300, h=5, which is also 345. This type of calculation called Gematria (a Greek word cognate with the English word geometry) makes possible the comparison of phrases of equal numerical value, hence "such a thing" = "Moses" Q.E.D. The words used in this comparison have the double quote mark within them to point out that they are the subjects of the Gematria.

Alan Corre
the aforementioned Prince (Heb.)

Alan Corre
precious stones and pearls (Heb.)
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Alan Corre
Give praise to the Lord for he is good, for his mercy endureth for ever. (Psalms 118.1)

Alan Corre
Abbreviation for the three last words of the verse in line 11 supra.

Alan Corre
Some say that Gehenna has no limit in size, others say that Eden is without limit. (Babylonian Talmud, Ta`anit, 10a.)

Alan Corre
Precious stones and pearls (Heb.)

Alan Corre
These [thrones] belong to the humble sages, the prophets, the saints, and the righteous, and the remainder to the charitable, the penitents and the righteous proselytes, each one according to the extent of his rank, according to his honour, his standing and his good deeds, and also the honest people who did commerce honestly, and prayed with devotion, and did not speak in the synagogue, and gave charity...

Alan Corre
one who was an ignoramus, or a wicked man, but his son was wise and righteous — they  provide a throne like this (i.e. of bronze only) for their fathers and they get to Heaven, and the verse said: And you will come to your fathers in peace. (Genesis 15.15.) (I.e. the righteous man going to heaven will find his father there on account of his, the righteous man's, merit.)

Alan Corre
Cf. Genesis 2.10.

Alan Corre
"In other books" (Heb.) Similar in meaning to the abbreviation in p. 15 l. 6.

Alan Corre
every single righteous person (Heb.)
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Alan Corre
God gives every single righteous person 310 worlds, as it is said: To cause those who love Me to inherit substance. (Proverbs 8.21). The numerical value of "substance" is y = 10, $ = 300, total 310.

Alan Corre
The King Messiah (Heb.)

Alan Corre
The firmaments and the worlds (Heb.)

Alan Corre
How great is Thy goodness that Thou hast treasured up for those who fear Thee (Psalms 31.19)

Alan Corre
So will you merit the world to come, and the great goodness treasured up for the righteous, you and all Israel, and the building of the Temple and the coming of the Messiah. (Heb.)

Alan Corre
This sentence is the Arabic translation of a Hebrew phrase meaning: May it be Thy will (lit, may it be will before Thee) O our God, and God of our fathers that...

Alan Corre
And for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come, Amen, may such be the Divine Will, Amen.

Alan Corre
An abbreviation for the Hebrew phrase meaning: It is complete and finished, praise be to God, creator of the Universe.
This is an expansion of the word tm "it is finished" placed at the end of other texts, equalling the expression "Finis."


