English 368: American Minority Women Writers
Professor Tanya Kam
MW 11:00-12:15 PM (Heide 204)
Office Hours: MW 9-11 AM and by appointment at &ei425
E-mail: kamt@uww.edu < Office Phone: 472-4976

Course Description

Welcome This class focuses on literature written by warnoé color living in the
United States. The three primary texts that wedd—Beloved, The Night My Mother
Met Bruce Lee, and Daughter of Fortureevelop the concepts of female adventures,
shifting identities, and independent minds. WeXplore what happens when different
characters transgress gendered boundaries andgattedefine themselves in ways that
are not the norm for the period and place. A f¢heomotifs that we’ll encounter along
the way include the concepts of motherhood, sistathlove, cultural makeovers and
resistant bodies. While realizing the advantade®mparative study, this course
samples select works by women writers: by no mesatiee literature in this class meant
to be representative of all American women or adirfority” writers. A few ideas to
keep in mind: What traditions and thematic conseto the writers whom we read
reflect, share, reappropriate, and challenge? Hmgender, race, class, and sexuality
intersect? How is this dynamic reflected in thagd¢hat we read? How might society
shape women, and how do individual women reshagie diwvn respective identities?
These are only a few of the questions that weexidimine as we read the work of
African American, Asian American, Native Americamd Latina women.

You will hone your critical thinking and writingksls through the following
assignments: two 3-5 page Short Papers, one 3é&@agder Analysis, and one 6-8 page
Comparative Paper. All papers musttipeed (using a clear 10 or 12-point font), double-
spaced, and thoroughly proofread.

Your participation and attendance are mandatgou will not pass this course if
you miss more thatihree classesr if you have excessive tardies. Please conctass
on time, prepared, and equipped with questiongs@ind enthusiasm! The quality of



our discussion largely depends on your preparai@hwillingness to share your
insights, and your participation will constitutsignificant portion of your grade. Our
course will only by as dynamic as we make it: iscdission seems sluggish at times, |
may elect to administer an unannounced intelle@oalgy booster (a.k.a. “pop quiz”) to
spark your enthusiasm. Although this is a demandourse, | hope that you will
ultimately find it a rewarding experience as yomtemplate the course material in
relation to your own background and experiences.

Written Requirements

Two 3-5 page Short Papers (There willtbeeedifferent assignments, but you only need
to completawo short papers.)

One 3-5 page Gender Analysis

One 6-8 page Comparative Paper, including revisions

All papers must bg/ped and double-spaced. Please use a legible 10 poih2font.

Required Texts
First three available at the Moraine Bookstore.

Allende, Isabel.Daughter of Fortune New York: Perennial, 2000.

Morrison, Toni. Beloved New York: Vintage, 1987.
Rekdal, Paisley.The Night My Mother Met Bruce Le&lew York: Vintage, 2000.

Textbook RentalMadison, D. Soyini, edThe Woman that | AmNew York: St
Martin's P, 1994.

Distribution of Grades

Participation and Attendance 40
Two Short Papers (3-4 pp.) 90 (30 points each)
Gender/Race Analysis (3-4 pp.) 30
Comparative Paper (6-8 pp.) _ 40

Total points =200

Scale: 100-90% = A, 89-80% = B, 79-60% = C, 59-50[ 49-0 %= F.

For each day a paper is late, your paper will drgpade. Thus, an “A” paper will
become an “A-" paper if it is turned in one dayela “B+” paper if it is turned in two
days late, and so on.

T. Morrison P. Rekdal



Schedule of Classes

Week 1
W, Sept. 6

Week 2
M, Sept. 11
W, Sept. 13

Week 3
M, Sept. 18
W, Sept. 20

Week 4
M, Sept. 25
W, Sept. 27

Week 5
M, Oct. 2
W, Oct. 4

Week 6
M, Oct. 9
W, Oct. 11

Week 7
M, Oct. 16
W, Oct. 18

Week 8
M, Oct. 23

W, Oct. 25

Course Introduction

MorrisonBeloved pp.1-51
MorrisorBeloved pp.52-100

MorrisonBeloved pp. 101-173
MorrisorBeloved pp.173-213

MorrisonBeloved pp.213-270
MorrisorBeloved pp. 270-end

Film: Beloved(1998)
Film cont.:Beloved
Short Paper 1 due

RekdalThe Night My Mother., pp.1-46
RekdalThe Night My Mother., pp.46-100

RekdalThe Night My Mother., pp. 101-140
RekdalThe Night My Mother., pp.140-178

RekdalThe Night My Mother., pp. 179-end

Amy Tan, “Two Kinds” (in Madison 276)

**Extra credit option: Speaker: John Esposiide Roots of Terrorism”
7 p.m. Young Auditorium

I. Allende

Film: Possiblivly America, or Honk if You Love Buddha



Week 9
M, Oct. 30  Film cont.
Short Paper 2 due(option to skip)

W, Nov. 1 Wendy Rose, “Julia” and “Sipapu” (Madis@p. 127-8, 129)
Silko, “Storyteller” (pp. 263275)
Silko, “Landscape, History...” (498-511)
Short Paper 3 due(option to skip)

Week 10
M, Nov. 6 Allende Daughter of Fortungpp. 1-57
W, Nov. 8 AllendeDaughter of Fortungpp. 58-115

Week 11

M, Nov. 13 TBA
Extra Credit Speaker: James McBride, “The ColdVater”
7 p.m., Young Auditorium

W, Nov. 15

Week 12
M, Nov. 20 AllendePDaughter of Fortungpp. 119-181
W, Nov. 22 No Class, Happy Turkey Day

Week 13
M, Nov. 27 Gender/Race Analysis due
W, Nov. 29  AllendePaughter of Fortungpp. 181-232

Week 14
M, Dec. 4 AllendePaughter of Fortungpp. 232-286
W, Dec. 6 AllendeDaughter of Fortungpp. 287-343

Week 15
M, Dec. 11  AllendeDaughter of Fortungpp. 343-end

L. Silko W. Rose
W, Dec. 13  Paper Workshops



You must have at least 3 pages, or | will dedusbidits.

Finals Week

Exam Time

F, Dec, 15 10:00-12:00 PM
Film TBA
6-8 pp.Comparative Paper plus Cover Sheet due
(No late papers will be accepted.)

Plagiarism: If, in any written work, you represent as youmoany wording, opinions, or
information that are actually attributable to someelse, you are committing plagiarism.
Plagiarism is a serious offense for which you negeive a failing grade for the course. You are
responsible for knowing what kinds of conduct cttust plagiarism: ignorance of what it is or of
the rules pertaining to it are not excuses.

University Statement: The University of Wisconsin-Whitewater is dedexto a safe,

supportive and non-discriminatory learning enviremtn It is the responsibility of all
undergraduate and graduate students to familithheamselves with university policies regarding
Special Accommodations, Misconduct, Religious Bell&ccommodation, Discrimination and
Absence for University sponsored Events. (Foridepdease refer to the Undergraduate and
Graduate Timetables; the “Rights and Respons#slitsection of the Undergraduate Bulletin; the
Academic Requirements, and Policies and the FRasilénd Services sections of the Graduate
Bulletin; and the “Student Academic DisciplinaryoPedures” [UWS Caper 14]; and the “Student
Nonacademic Disciplinary Procedures” [UWS Chapi@r 1

*Syllabus is subject to revision at the discretidrthe instructor.



