
Automated External Defibrillation (AED) Treatment Algorithm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

�� Verify Unconsciousness 
�� Activate the emergency response plan 
�� Open Airway 
�� Verify no breathing 
�� Deliver 2 rescue breaths 
�� Verify no carotid pulse 

�� Perform CPR if there is a delay in obtaining or using 
the AED 

�� Turn on the AED 
�� Follow verbal and visual prompts 
�� Apply defibrillation pads 

�� Clear patient verbally & visually prior 
to shock delivery 

�� Deliver shock 
�� Check pulse 

-Absent? Perform CPR 
-Present? Support airway and breathing 

�� Defibrillate up to 3 times 
�� Continue until AED prompts, “Do not touch 

the patient…” or EMS arrives 

�� Check pulse 
-Absent?  Perform CPR for 1 min* 

*Continue sequence of 3 shocks and 1 minute of CPR until a 
“no shock” prompt or EMS arrives. 
 
Adapted from AHA AED Treatment Algorithm, 10/97 

Immediately Upon Arrival, Verify SCA

Allow AED to Analyze
(Automatic) 

After Verification of SCA 

Shock Advised No Shock Advised


