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Quick Steps for Manual Control of Focus, Exposure,
White Balance, Audio Record Level
notes by Coffey, Kristjansson-Nelson, Hoot, LaFrombois, Kuehl,

Canon ZR-10
1. Power Up.
2. Shutter Speed Menu Button-> Shutter-> 1/60 sec for indoors or from

1/250-1/2000 sec for daylight.
3. White Balance Menu Button-> White Bal-> frame white surface in

viewfinder-> Set Balance.
4. Manual Exposure Press EXP Button left topside of camera-> turn dial to set

desired brightness/darkness.
5. Focus Press Zoom in on object to be focused-> Press “Focus” button to set

and lock focus.

Canon ZR-40
1. Power Up.
2. Shutter Speed Menu Button->Camera Set-Up->Shutter-> 1/60 sec for

indoors or from 1/250-1/2,000 sec. for daylight.
3. White Balance Menu Button-> Camera Set-Up->White Bal-> frame white

surface in viewfinder-> Set Balance.
4. Manual Exposure Press AE Button left side near top of camera-> turn dial to

set desired brightness/darkness.
5. Focus Press Zoom in on object to be focused-> Press “Focus” button to set

and lock focus.

Sony TRV-900
1. Manual Focus Set slide switch on left of lens to Manual.
2. Auto Lock Switch (left side, rear, near top) Set to OFF (middle position).
3. Prevent Photo Mode Slide the small black “stop” switch on the side right

above the red pause switch back to prevent going into this non-standard
mode when quickly powering up the camcorder in the field.

4. Power-Up Push the black lever near the red pause button up one click.
5. Shutter Speed: Press Program AE button->use scroll knob to select AES->

use scroll knob to select shutter- speed: 1/60 sec for indoors or from 1/250-
1/6000 sec for daylight.

6. White Balance: Press “Whit Bal” button-> use scroll knob to select icon with
black rectangle->frame white surface in viewfinder-> press in on scroll button
to activate white balance.  White Balance is complete when the rectangle
stops blinking.

7. Zebra Pattern Pattern Menu->Scroll through options to “Zebra.”-> Push in
scroll button-> Scroll down, select Zebra-> Push in scroll button, select on.
Press Scroll Button to select ON.

8. Aperture:  Press Exposure Button. Use Scroll knob to open and close
aperture until the Zebra Pattern is barely or not visible in the highlights.

9. Manual Audio Gain  (Plug in mic to Mic jack and headphones to headphone
jack.) Menu-> Tape Set->Press Scroll Button in-> Scroll Down to MIC Level-
>Press Scroll Button-> Scroll to MANUAL-> Press Scroll Button (Level Set
comes on)-> Press Scroll knob In-> Adjust scroll knob until loudest peaks do
not cause the right most square to light�Press the Scroll knob In.� scroll to



RETURN-> Press scroll knob in-> Scroll Down to RETURN-> END, Press Scroll
Knob in. The manual gain also works for the built-in mic.

Sony TRV-950
1. Prevent Photo Stick Memory Stick Mode. Slide the small black “stop”

switch on the side right above the red pause switch back to prevent going into
this non-standard mode when quickly powering up the camcorder in the field.

2. Manual Focus  Set slide switch on left of lens to Manual.
3. Auto Lock Set switch below the LCD viewer to the center, OFF position.
4. Power-Up.
5. Zebra Bars Slide the Zebra switch, located behind the LCD panel, to “100.”
6. Shutter Speed Press the PROGRAM/AE button on the back until the AE (auto

mode) icons in the lower left corner of the viewfinder disappear. Press the
SHUTTER SPEED button on the back, then use the jog wheel to select 1/250-
1/2000 sec for daylight use or 1/60 sec for indoor.

7. White Balance Press the WHT BAL button on the back-> use jog wheel to
select the blinking rectangle icon-> frame white surface in viewfinder-> Press
Jog button again and wait until the rectangle stops blinking.

8. Aperture Push Exposure Button on the back. Use jog wheel to open the
aperture until the zebra bars are barely visible in brightest highlights area(s)
or adjust the knob until the zebra bars just turn off.

9. Manual Audio Gain  (Plug in mic to Mic jack and headphones to headphone
jack.) Press Menu-> jog wheel to navigate to the TAPE SET heading->Press in
Jog wheel to select it-> Select Mic Level->Manual-> Exit menu. The knob for
setting gain is on the lower left side of the body. Press Audio Level button on
the back to activate it. Manual gain also works for the built-in mic.




